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Cabinet members to continue with their
duties until a new Cabinet of Ministers was
formed.
Under Armenia's Constitution, the
President accepts the Government's
resignation if the post of Prime Minister
becomes vacant for any reason. A new
Prime Minister is to be appointed within 10
days after that, and a new government is
to be formed within 20 days following the
Prime Minister's appointment.

Yerevan, April 4. President Robert
Kocharyan signed a decree appointing
Serzh Sargsyan Prime Minister of
Armenia, relieving him from the office of
Defence Minister and Secretary of the
National Security Council.

Serzh Sargsian was born on June 30 1954
in Stepanakert, capital of Nagorno
Karabakh. In 1971 he enrolled at Yerevan
State University. From 1972-1974 he
served in the Soviet Army. In 1979 he
graduated from the YSU's department of
philology.
From 1975 to 1979 he worked at the
Yerevan electric-technical factory. From
1979 to 1988 he worked in the
administrative structures of the NKAO
(Nagorno Karabakh Autonomous Oblast
(Region))
From 1989 to 1993 he headed the
Committee of self-defense forces of
Nagorno Karabakh. He was elected
member of the Armenian Parliament. From
1993 to 1995 he was Armenia's Defence
Minister. From 1995 to 1996 he was the
Head of the Armenian State Security
Department, then Minister for National

Security.
From 1996-1999 he was Minister for
National Security and Home Affairs of
Armenia. From 1999 to 2000 he was the
President's Chief of Staff. From 1999 he
was also the Secretary of the National
Security Council affiliated to the Armenian
President.
From 2000 he was again Defense
Minister. In 2006 he became member of
the Armenian Republican party. On June
22 2006 he was elected the Chairman of
the Republican party's Council.
Serzh Sargsian is married, has two
daughters and one grandchild.

Yerevan, April 11. President Robert
Kocharyan signed a decree by which
Members of the Government were
appointed. All ministers kept their jobs and
only the post of Minister of Defence
remains vacant for the time being.
President’s spokesperson has declared
that an appointment will follow soon.

St. Andrews, Scotland, 13 February.
Ambassador Vahe Gabrielyan participated
in a round-table discussion on the foreign
policy of South Caucasian Republics,
organised by the Middle East, Central Asia
and Caucasus Institute, University of St.
Andrews. Ambassador of Azerbaijan,
Rafael Ibrahimov also participated in the
meeting. The audience comprised
academics and students of the universities
in UK, international NGOs, representatives
of the media and other interested parties.

In his speech, Ambassador Gabrielyan
reviewed the history of Armenia, with an
emphasis on the adoption of Christianity
as a state religion in 301 AD, on the
invention of the Armenian Alphabet in 406
AD, as well as the significance of the
Armenian Genocide. In his reiteration of
the priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy,
he presented the principle of
complementarity, the peace process of the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict, the issue of
the international recognition of the
Armenian Genocide, Armenian-Turkish



3

relations and Armenia’s integration into the
European structures.

Through documentary materials, the
Ambassador also briefed the audience on
the destruction of Armenian cultural
heritage in Nakhichevan by Azerbaijani
authorities.

A debate between the Ambassadors, and
later, questions and answers followed. In
his speech the Azeri Ambassador referred
to Yerevan as “one of the regions of
historic Azerbaijan” and spoke of the
importance of Azerbaijani oil.

Dublin, 28 February. Armenia’s Foreign
Minister, Vartan Oskanian, was on an
official visit to Ireland, the first ever high-
level visit of an Armenian official to Ireland.

Minister Oskanian met with Irish Foreign
Minister Dermot Ahern and the two held a
comprehensive discussion covering many
bilateral and multilateral issues. The
Ministers acknowledged that the two
countries – small, with few natural
resources, and with large Diasporas –
have much in common and can cooperate
in a variety of areas. They specifically
discussed Armenia-Ireland cooperation
within the European Union’s
Neighbourhood Policy, citing the EU’s
huge potential role as a facilitator of
bilateral goal-oriented collaboration. They
discussed the geopolitics of the Caucasus
region, including energy issues.

Minister Ahern spoke about Northern
Ireland, and explained the progress
recently made in the peace process. The
Armenian Foreign Minister briefed his
counterpart on Armenia’s relations with its
neighbours and on the Nagorno Karabakh
conflict resolution process.

In the Irish Parliament, Minister Oskanian
had a meeting with the Chair and
members of the Joint Committee on
European Affairs. He presented Armenia’s
political and economic development and
responded to questions. Members of the
Committee expressed interest in exploring
the possibilities of closer cooperation.

Earlier in the day, Minister Oskanian
spoke at the Institute of European Affairs,
on “Armenia – Foreign Relations in a
Difficult Region, at a Difficult Time.”

He also visited the Chester Beatty Library,
to view the collection of around 130
medieval Armenian manuscripts,
reportedly the largest such collection in
private hands.

Minister Oskanian met also with
representatives of the Dublin Central
Library in anticipation of a photo exhibition
to be opened in the Library in April,
celebrating Armenia’s 15th anniversary of
independence.
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Minister Oskanian was accompanied by
Armenia’s Ambassador to Ireland, HE Dr.
Vahe Gabrielyan, and diplomats from
Yerevan and the London Embassy.

London, 05 February. Ambassador Vahe
Gabrielyan hosted a meeting with
members of the Armenian Students’
Association of the UK (ASA UK), -- a
group of Armenian students currently
studying in various British universities, at a
reception-talk at the Armenian Embassy in
London.

In the packed hall of the Armenian House
(Hai Tun) the Ambassador presented the
students with a brief overview of Armenia’s
recent progress in political and economic
development and the foreign policy and
emphasised students’ potential future role
in the advancement of the country’s goals.
He also answered their questions on
Armenia’s position on various current
international and domestic issues, as well
as discussed the way how the Embassy in
London on the one hand, and the students
on the other, could work together.

Informal talk and socialising followed till
late.

Dublin, 08 February. Ambassador Vahe
Gabrielyan visited Dublin, in preparation of
the pending official visit by the Foreign
Minister Vartan Oskanian later in the
month. The Ambassador met with
Senators from the Joint Committee on
European Affairs of the Irish Parliament.
During the meeting he presented the
politico-economic situation of Armenia,
summarised Armenia’s achievements and
progress since gaining independence, as
well as the current problems that the
country faces. The Senators expressed a
desire to create an Armenian-Irish
Parliamentary Group to further bilateral
relations.

Further aspects of the upcoming
ministerial visit were discussed during
Ambassador’s meeting with officials of the
Irish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

London, 20 February. Wales-Armenia
Solidarity and the British-Armenian All-
Party Parliamentary Group (BAAPPG),
jointly with the Voice of Nor Serount (a
bilingual Armenian community publication)
organised a meeting between the
Ambassador of Armenia to the UK Dr.
Vahe Gabrielyan and British
Parliamentarians from both Houses. The
meeting took place in the House of
Commons and was devoted to the two
Early Day Motions recently presented to
the House: one on the Armenian
Genocide, and the other on the blockade
of Armenia by Turkey.


